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What is Open Access (OA)?
- “Open Access (OA) is a model of scholarly communication that 

promises to greatly improve the accessibility of results of research.”
- Research that is published OA is

- digital
- online
- accessible free of charge
- free of most copyright and licensing restrictions (although it 

does require that proper attribution of works be given to 
authors)

- Sometimes author fees are collected for publication and website 
maintenance.

http://www.carl-abrc.ca/advancing-research/scholarly-communication/open-access/

http://www.carl-abrc.ca/advancing-research/scholarly-communication/open-access/


Two routes to Open Access
- Gold Open Access: 

- The final version of an article is made permanently 
accessible for everyone, immediately after publication.

- Benefits:
- Increased citations, downloads and views
- Easy compliance with institutional and funder 

mandates
- Copyright is retained by authors
- Greater public engagement

https://www.springer.com/gp/authors-editors/authorandreviewertutorials/open-access/what-is-open-access/10286522
https://www.springer.com/gp/authors-editors/authorandreviewertutorials/open-access/benefits-of-gold-open-access/10286524

https://www.springer.com/gp/authors-editors/authorandreviewertutorials/open-access/what-is-open-access/10286522
https://www.springer.com/gp/authors-editors/authorandreviewertutorials/open-access/benefits-of-gold-open-access/10286524


Two routes to Open Access
- Green Open Access:

- Also known as self-archiving.
- Refers to the practice of placing a version of an author’s 

manuscript into a repository, making it freely accessible for 
everyone.

- The version that can be deposited into a repository in 
dependent on the funding body or publisher.

- Copyright is usually maintained by the publisher.
- A list of publishers’ self-archiving policies can be found on 

the SHERPA/RoMEO website.
https://www.springer.com/gp/authors-editors/authorandreviewertutorials/open-access/what-is-open-access/10286522

https://www.springer.com/gp/authors-editors/authorandreviewertutorials/open-access/benefits-of-gold-open-access/10286524

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/index.php?la=en&fIDnum=%7C&mode=advanced
https://www.springer.com/gp/authors-editors/authorandreviewertutorials/open-access/what-is-open-access/10286522
https://www.springer.com/gp/authors-editors/authorandreviewertutorials/open-access/benefits-of-gold-open-access/10286524


Article Processing Charges (APCs)
- Publishing is not without costs. While subscription journals recoup the 

costs of publication by charging a fee to access content, the costs 
associated with the publication of OA content are covered by APCs.

- APCs cover
- Editorial work: peer review, journal development, etc.
- Technical infrastructure: operation of online journal system and 

websites
- Production of articles: formatting, mark-up, and indexing services
- Marketing of journal and content
- Customer service

- APCs are collecte after article acceptance prior to publication.
- APCs vary depending on the publisher, journal, and discipline.

https://www.springer.com/gp/authors-editors/authorandreviewertutorials/open-access/article-processing-charges/10286526

https://www.springer.com/gp/authors-editors/authorandreviewertutorials/open-access/article-processing-charges/10286526


What is predatory publishing?
- “Predatory publishing generally refers to the systematic for-profit 

publication of purportedly scholarly content in a deceptive or 
fraudulent way and without any regard for quality assurance.”

- Characteristics of predatory publications:
- Hidden or unclear author fees.
- The lack of quality peer review of articles by experts in the field.
- The guarantee of acceptance and/or very fast publication times.
- Incomplete or misleading reporting of policies, processes, etc.
- Poor language usage (poor grammar, spelling errors, etc.).
- Low production quality.

https://publicationethics.org/files/cope_dd_a4_pred_publishing_nov19_screenaw.pdf

https://publicationethics.org/files/cope_dd_a4_pred_publishing_nov19_screenaw.pdf


Assessing an unfamiliar journal
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Worksheet: Assessing an unfamiliar 
journal

- To assess the validity of an unfamiliar journal, use the worksheet 
developed by librarians at the University of Alberta’s John W. Scott 
Health Sciences Library.

- The slides in this section of the presentation will further explain 
some of the worksheet’s items.

- If you have any questions about the worksheet, please do not 
hesitate to contact me! victoria.eke@concordia.ab.ca 

https://bit.ly/2zwbyGK
mailto:victoria.eke@concordia.ab.ca


#1: Conduct a Google search...
- Is there information that seems to link the publisher or journal with 

predatory publishing?
- Are there multiple websites for the same journal?



#3: 
- Launched in 2003, DOAJ is a community-curated list of quality, peer-reviewed 

open access journals that adhere to a range of ethical and quality standards. 
Covering more than 13,000 open access journals from over 300 areas of study, 
DOAJ is used by many organizations worldwide as a starting point for 
information searches for open access material of the highest quality.

- DOAJ’s mission is to “increase the visibility, accessibility, reputation, usage and 
impact of quality, peer-reviewed, open access scholarly research journals 
globally, regardless of discipline, geography or language.” DOAJ is fully 
committed to taking action to combat questionable publishers and 
questionable publishing practices. 

- If an OA journal is listed in the DOAJ, it adheres to the strict guidelines 
established by the organization and is therefore legitimate.

https://doaj.org/
https://concordia.ab.ca/predatory-publishers/


#4: ISSN 
- Does the journal have an ISSN? 
- If yes, compare it to the ISSN listed in the DOAJ or on the Committee 

on Publication Ethics (COPE) website. 
- If the ISSNs match, the journal is legitimate.  

DOAJ entry:

✅

⛔

https://doaj.org/
https://publicationethics.org/
https://publicationethics.org/


#s 5-7: 
- Is there information that seems to link the publisher or journal with 

predatory publishing?
- Are there multiple websites for the same journal?



#14: How much is the author processing 
charge (APC)?

- The primary goal of predatory publishers is to make money.

- To attract scholars from around the world, predatory journals 
tend to have low processing charges.

- If there is no APC, then the journal is NOT predatory.



#17: Is the publisher a member of the 
Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE)?

- COPE is committed to educate and support editors, publishers and 
those involved in publication ethics with the aim of moving the 
culture of publishing toward one where ethical practice becomes a 
normal part of publishing culture.

- Members intend to following the highest standards of publication 
ethics and apply the principles outlined in the Core Practices 

- If a journal or publisher is listed in COPE’s Members list, it is not 
considered to be predatory.

https://publicationethics.org/members
https://publicationethics.org/
https://publicationethics.org/core-practices


http://www.carl-abrc.ca/how-to-assess-a-journal/

http://www.carl-abrc.ca/how-to-assess-a-journal/


Video: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L4z0Nxq4Epc


Finding the right place to 
publish



JournalGuide

Provide sample text - the 
title of your manuscript 
and/or the abstract - for 
recommendations of 
journals in which similar 
articles have been 
published.

JANE (Journal/Author 
Name Estimator)

Enter the title and/or 
abstract of your paper to 
easily find journals best 
suited for publishing (health 
sciences only).

DOAJ 

Search for Open Access 
journals in their directory.

Journal Finder 

Enter the title and abstract 
of your paper to easily find 
journals best suited for 
publishing (Elsevier).

https://www.journalguide.com/
http://jane.biosemantics.org/
http://jane.biosemantics.org/
https://doaj.org/
https://journalfinder.elsevier.com/
https://doaj.org/


Beware: Predatory conferences



Predatory conferences

- In addition to predatory publishers and journals, scholars must 
be aware of the existence of fake conferences.

- Think. Check. Attend. This guide provides tips to avoid 
predatory/fake conferences.

https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2019/01/30/think-check-attend-your-guide-to-avoiding-predatory-conferences/


Questions? Get in touch!

Victoria Eke, Scholarly Communications Librarian

Email: victoria.eke@concordia.ab.ca

Voicemail: (780) 479 - 9320

Virtual office hours: 

● Wednesdays, 10 am - 12 pm 
● Join the Google meeting

Link to worksheet: https://bit.ly/2zwbyGK (To edit, go to File, then 
“Make a copy”)

mailto:victoria.eke@concordia.ab.ca
https://meet.google.com/xmy-cbdo-hoo
https://bit.ly/2zwbyGK

